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What is the Commission on Racial Equity in Public Health? 
The Commission on Racial Equity in Public Health was established through Sec<on 2 of Public Act 21-35 
(codified in C.G.S. 19a-133a). Housed within Connec<cut's legisla<ve branch, our mission is to make policy 
and systems change recommenda<ons to eliminate racial and ethnic inequi<es in health and social drivers 
of health. We advance this mission through study, documenta<on, policy analysis, and collabora<on with 
impacted communi<es, state agencies, and stakeholders. Our vision is a healthy, racially equitable 
Connec6cut. 
 
What is a Racial and Ethnic Impact Statement (REIS)? 
A racial and ethnic impact statement (REIS) is an informa<onal tool for legislators which will project the 
likely impact of a proposed bill on racial and ethnic dispari<es (i.e. if the law would widen dispari<es, 
narrow dispari<es, or have no detectable impact on dispari<es). Commission REIS analysts u<lize available 
state, na<onal, regional, and/or local data as appropriate to conduct assessments and provide impact 
statements. 
 
The History of REIS in ConnecAcut: 

Ø 2008 – The CGA passed PA 08-143 which introduced REIS into the legisla<ve process with 
respect to certain bills and amendments that could, if passed, increase or decrease the pretrial 
or sentenced popula<on of the correc<onal facili<es in this state.   

 
Ø 2018 – REIS was expanded through the passage of PA 18-78 to enable statements to be draUed 

on any proposed bill.  
 

Ø 2023 – The implementa<on of REIS was assigned to the Commission on Racial Equity in Public 
Health, with two new analyst posi<ons assigned in the FY 2025 budget to implement and 
conduct REIS. 
 

Ø 2025 – The General Assembly passed PA 25-27 making changes to facilitate the 
opera<onaliza<on of REIS.  

 
Ø Fall-Winter 2025/2026 – Hiring and training of Commission REIS analysts.  

 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2021/act/Pa/pdf/2021PA-00035-R00SB-00001-PA.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_368a.htm#sec_19a-133a
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2008/ACT/PA/2008PA-00143-R00HB-05933-PA.htm
https://cga.ct.gov/2018/ACT/pa/pdf/2018PA-00078-R00SB-00256-PA.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cga.ct.gov%2F2025%2Fact%2Fpa%2Fpdf%2F2025PA-00027-R00SB-01506-PA.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CNancy.Becerra-Cordoba%40cga.ct.gov%7C20ad8eb1bdb54789fb2908de27a6c266%7C3ec76714b1b4418a883232c46ec84226%7C0%7C0%7C638991794358435000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xTLGaizwoAL9ZT8KDFiLfcGKHmuVfQVKdS9Y3PwxFHA%3D&reserved=0


REIS in the 2026 LegislaAve Session: 
In the 2026 legisla<ve session, the Commission will run a pilot REIS process. Commission REIS analysts 
will produce sample REIS upon request on proposed bills during the session. The REIS produced during 
this pilot will be protected as a draU, and will be used to refine the procedures, test the <melines, and 
further develop the guidelines for future REIS products.   
 
REIS in Future LegislaAve Sessions: 
Prior to the 2027 legisla<ve session, the Commission will memorialize the final REIS procedures in a 
le\er to the Speaker of the House of Representa<ves, President Pro Tempore of the Senate, Majority 
Leader of the Senate, Minority Leader of the Senate, Majority Leader of the House of Representa<ves 
and Minority Leader of the House of Representa<ves with a request for them to be included in the joint 
rules of the House of Representa<ves and the Senate. This will lead to the formal implementa<on of 
REIS within the Connec<cut legisla<ve process. 
 
Who Can Request a REIS? 
Any Member of the Connec<cut General Assembly can request a REIS. 

What Bills Can a REIS be Requested on? 
A REIS can be produced on any bill favorably reported during the regular session, or any amendment 
introduced during the regular session. 

When Can a Member Request a REIS? 
With respect to a bill favorably reported during the regular session, any such request shall be made not 
later than 10 days aFer the deadline for the commiHee that introduced the bill to vote to report 
favorably under the joint rules of the House of Representa<ves and the Senate. With respect to an 
amendment introduced during the regular session, any such request shall be made at least 15 days 
prior to the deadline for adjournment sine die of the regular session. 

Can REIS be Requested on a Complete Bill or Can they only be on a SecAon? 
A REIS can be requested on a complete bill or sec<on(s) of a bill. Since a REIS is an informa<onal tool that 
is most effec<ve when it analyzes the impact of a specific ac<on on exis<ng racial and ethnic dispari<es, 
in some instances it may be more feasible and effec<ve to conduct a REIS on sec<on(s) of a bill. 
Commission REIS analysts will work with reques<ng Members to determine which part(s) a REIS can 
focus on.  

How can a REIS be Requested? 
To ini<ate a request for a REIS, Members of the Connec<cut General Assembly should fill out the request 
form found on the internet web site of the Commission on Racial Equity in Public Health (CREPH) and 
submit it to Principal Commission Analyst Dr. Nancy Becerra-Cordoba, at nancy.becerra-
cordoba@cga.ct.gov. 
 

How Long will it Take for a REIS to be Completed? 
Commission REIS analysts will conduct a feasibility assessment for the REIS and contact the reques<ng 
Member within three days from the submission of the request form. Once the request has been 
approved by the Commission's Execu<ve Director, the REIS will be prepared and delivered within fiUeen 
calendar days from the approval of the REIS request or the agreed upon <meline. During the pilot, 15 
days will be used as the test produc<on <me for a REIS. 

mailto:nancy.becerra-cordoba@cga.ct.gov
mailto:nancy.becerra-cordoba@cga.ct.gov


Are RequesAng Members Guaranteed a REIS Upon Request? 
Due to the high volume of bills under considera<on by the Connec<cut General Assembly, REIS analysts 
will conduct a feasibility assessment to determine whether a REIS can be produced. 
 
What is a Feasibility Assessment on a REIS? 
A feasibility assessment will be conducted by REIS analysts to determine whether a REIS can be 
produced. Factors to be considered within the feasibility assessment can include: 

• The scope of the bill or section(s) of the bill. 
• Availability of relevant data. 
• Capacity of REIS analysts at the time the request is made. 
• Special considerations may also include the populations to be studied, the methodological 

approach, and timeline. 

The outcomes of the feasibility assessment will be communicated to the reques<ng Member within 
three days of the ini<al contact. 
 
What is the Bill Version and LCO Number which will be Used in the REIS? 
Racial and Ethnic Impact Statements will be prepared based on the most recent official version of the 
bill. REIS analysts will confirm with the reques<ng Member which version of the bill will be analyzed. 
REIS analysts will track the development of the bill. Whenever amendments significantly affect the bill, 
or the sec<ons addressed, revisions to the REIS may be required. 
 
Members should indicate in the request form the bill version and LCO number that reflects the most 
current version of the bill. 
 
How Many REIS Can the Commission Produce During Session? 
The Commission will strive to produce as many REIS as possible while maintaining the research 
methodology, analy<cal rigor, and also considering the volume of requests, Commission REIS analysts’ 
capacity, and data availability.  
 
Can REIS be Revised? 
Commission REIS analysts will track the development of a bill which has had a REIS produced. Whenever 
amendments significantly affect the bill, or the sec<ons addressed, revisions to the REIS may be 
required. Commission REIS analysts will complete the REIS within 15 days from the date of request 
approval, unless an alternate <meframe has been discussed with the reques<ng member. The <ming and 
prepara<on of revised REIS due to bill amendments is at the discre<on of the REIS Analysts. 
 
Where will REIS be Available? 
In the 2026 pilot, prepared REIS shall only be sent to reques<ng Members. Once REIS is formally 
introduced into the Connec<cut legisla<ve process, REIS will be made available electronically on the bill 
page on the Internet web site of the General Assembly. 



 

 


